
 

1 
 

 

Expression of Interest 

AQUA PUBLIC ART PROJECT 

 

The Project 

The Project 

The Australian National Maritime Museum (ANMM) is seeking creative proposals from Sydney based 

artists for a site specific installation at the museum.  The work is to be created and shown as part of 

AQUA: A Journey into the World of Water, which is an immersive touring multisensory experience to 

be shown at the museum from 3 December 2011 to 26 February 2012.  

AQUA was created and produced by ONE DROP, an international non-governmental organization 

that was founded in 2007, in Canada and is an initiative of Guy Laliberté, Founder of Cirque du 

Soleil®.  

ONE DROP and ANMM seek an exciting outdoor artwork that responds to the water related 

messages expressed in the AQUA experience and the aims of ONE DROP that is environmentally 

friendly and is constructed from recycled or renewable material.  

 

ONE DROP Background 

ONE DROP. TAKING WATER FURTHER.  
 

ONE DROP’s mission is to fight poverty by supporting access to water and raising individual and 

community awareness of the need to mobilize so that safe water is accessible to all, in sufficient 

quantity, today and tomorrow. Specifically, with its uniquely artistic approach, ONE DROP educates 

and implements site-specific safe water solutions while allocating microfinance loans to help ensure 

sustainable development. Worldwide, ONE DROP’s ongoing creative projects also raise awareness 

about water-related issues and encourage smarter water practices. 
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Striving to be an agent of change and influence as regards the sharing of and access to water around 

the world, ONE DROP’s actions are guided by the following principles: 

Water: A common heritage resource and a fundamental human right. ONE DROP considers water 

to be a resource that is essential to life and part of our common heritage—and the organization 

believes that it should therefore be preserved and accessible to all. The challenge is twofold: to 

provide access to sufficient quantities of water in the present, and to protect this life-sustaining 

resource for future generations. 

Solidarity and sharing of wealth. We are nothing without those around us—family, neighbours and 

fellow citizens of the world. Working together to share knowledge, experience, dreams and 

networks, as well as human, material and financial resources, is the only way to fight poverty and 

allow for sustainable development. 

Creativity. We have the power and a responsibility to act, but we still need to develop the 

appropriate means. We need to implement bold, innovative and creative projects that will have 

multiplier, spin-off effects; in other words, projects that, beyond their immediate effects, produce 

leverage and influence—projects that inspire dreams and solutions. 

For more information on ONE DROP visit www.onedrop.org.  

Through the creation of this artwork ONE DROP and ANMM aim to encourage visitors to the 

Museum to experience AQUA.  

The artwork should demonstrate artistic excellence, reflect an innovative approach, be suitable for 

outdoor environment and appeal to a broad audience and be the inspiration for a number of 

programs including Youth Workshop after the work is installed.   

Project Location 
 

ANMM is proposing that the work be located in either 1) area outdoor in front of the main museum 

entrance or 2) inside in the main entrance in the foyer, which has the potential for an aerial work 

suspended from the structural supports. The external surface is brick tiled and slopes down to the 

museum entrance. The structural supports have specific weight loading that will be supplied on 

demand.  Note that Pyrmont Bridge is not part the museum precinct.  

See museum site plan below –  

http://www.onedrop.org/
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Images of museum 

Front of museum 
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Museum Foyer –  
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Australian National Maritime Museum Background 

The Australian National Maritime Museum houses exhibitions that: 

 Explore Australia's links with the sea.  

 Consider how maritime activities and issues have shaped the lives of people in Australia. 

Exhibitions range from Indigenous lore and European seafaring/exploration to aquatic sport and 

maritime defence during conflict and peace. At our wharves, we have one of the largest fleets of any 

museum in the world. The Museum has a fleet that includes the former Navy destroyer HMAS 

Vampire, a former Navy submarine HMAS Onslow, a full-scale replica of Captain Cook's ship 

Endeavour (which is currently circumnavigating Australia) and a variety of smaller vessels scaling 

down to an 8.6-metre couta fishing boat. 

Officially opened in 1991, the Museum is relatively new. Its collection however already comprises 

more than 40,000 objects including: 

 Ken Warby's 511 km/h jet-powered hydroplane Spirit of Australia - the fastest boat in the 

world. 

 a celestial globe produced by the great Flemish cartographer Willem Janszoon Blaeu in 1602 

to train Dutch East India Company navigators for their voyages to the southern hemisphere 

 the Charlotte Medal engraved by convict Thomas Barrett on the transport ship Charlotte in 

January 1788 at the end of the First Fleet's voyage from Britain to New South Wales 

The museums mission is: 

 To develop and manage the National Maritime Collection through research, acquisition, 

conservation and interpretation. 

 To exhibit the National Maritime Collection and other historical material in its care. 

 To present information on maritime heritage through educational programs, events, 

publications and the internet. 

 To develop its self-supporting revenue sources.  

The museum audience: 

The museum attracts over 500,000 visitors annually. These visitors include families, schools, 

interstate and international tourists, maritime enthusiasts, and individuals with a hunger for history 

and new experiences. 

Further information about the Australian National Maritime Museum is available at 
www.anmm.gov.au.  

Safety and Insurance 

 
As this work is installed either outdoors or indoors, it must be weather, vandal and graffiti resistant 

and be able to withstand strong winds and air movement depending on location. The work will not 

be under constant security supervision so it will need to be made safe for the public. At the concept 

http://www.anmm.gov.au/site/page.cfm?u=1370
http://www.anmm.gov.au/site/page.cfm?u=1372
http://www.anmm.gov.au/site/page.cfm?u=1398
http://www.anmm.gov.au/
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design stage the artwork will be put through the OH&S procedures including an ANMM Risk 

Assessment process before the final go ahead is given.  

The Artist will be required to provide a certificate of currency for their public liability insurance cover 

to the value of $10 million. The insurance policy will need to cover the entire dates of the project.  

Copyright 

 
There will be co-ownership of the copyright for the artwork between the artist, ANMM and ONE 

DROP.  

 

ANMM and ONE DROP will use images of the artwork during the dates of the AQUA exhibition and 

after the end date of the exhibition for a variety for marketing and promotional purposes.  

 

Target Audiences 
 

 Existing ANMM audiences: Members, families, school groups, tourists 

 New audiences  

 

Project Outcomes 
 

 Final work installed for public viewing and/or interaction by 17 January 2012 

 Documentation of the work, which can be used by ONE DROP and ANMM for future 

presentation, such as online, publication, reporting, promotional and marketing activities.  

 

Potential Project Outcomes 
 

 Workshops and/or presentations led by the artist/s targeted to our Youth audience after the 

artwork has been installed and informed by the artists experience working on the project. 

 

Budget 

Project budget: $20,000 (to include all costs, both artist & ANMM as outlined below). 

The budget for the project is to cover all costs for the development and presentation of the artwork, 

including but not limited to, community workshops/participation, artists fees, project assistant fees, 

materials, audio visual equipment, lighting, cabling, insurances, engineering and structural 

documents and certification, production, transport, installation costs.  

ANMM will apply for permits and permission where relevant; provide security during installation, 

power, waste removal, access to specific staff and their expertise in the field of maritime history, 

maritime library resources, promotion, marketing and media liaison.   

Participating artist(s) must have appropriate insurance cover.  
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EOI – Invitation Submission Requirements 

Applicants should address all of the following:  

 An outline of the proposed team/artists and their CVs/bios 

 A written proposal of 250-500 words including themes location considerations 

 A draft budget for project execution, noting all expenditure 

 Production schedule 

 Any additional support material such as audio, images, video, site plans.  

Evaluation Criteria  

Project proposals will be evaluated according to but not limited to the following criteria: 

 The project must involve a either a new work or a reimaged work that has not be shown in a 

public gallery or publication   

 Fabrication and construction material must be from a recycled or sustainable sources and be 

produced through water wise processes 

 Artistic merit, innovation and use of space 

 Relevance to AQUA and the aims of ONE DROP its mission and ANMM target audiences 

 Artwork to engage with the audience  

 Relevant experience and calibre of artists  

 Good planning and effective use of resources 

Project Timeline 

Deadline for Expressions of Interest:  Friday 9 December 2011 

Final concept presented for approval by the ONE DROP and ANMM:  19 December 2011 

Project to be installed:  14-17 January 2012 

Installation complete and viewable by the public:  17 January 2012 

Project End Date: 28 February 2012, with a potential extension of the artwork’s showing at the 

museum site to be determined.  

Contact Details 

For any further information or to arrange a viewing of the area please contact the ANMM Events 

Coordinator, Michael Daly on 02 9298 3621 or mdaly@anmm.gov.au. 

For additional information on the project call the Programs Manager Neridah Wyatt-Spratt on 

92983614 or nwyattspratt@anmm.gov.au 

 

mailto:mdaly@anmm.gov.au
mailto:nwyattspratt@anmm.gov.au

