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PRESENTERS AND PRESENTATIONS

F   r   i   d   a   y

Chair-ity begins at Home

Social Sculpture; Flossie Peitsch, Artist, Visual and 
Performance Artist, Creative Arts Educator, Academic 
Researcher, Writer and Lecturer, Public and Community Arts 
Facilitator, Classroom Teacher, VA Curriculum Author, FLO-
ART Director

Email: flossie.peitsch@gmail.com
BBBBlogit http://myblog.flossiepeitsch.com/ 
Website: http://flossiepeitsch.com/

I  am  keen  to  see  art  not  only  as  strictly  ‘Fine  Art’  but  as 
‘Community Art’, blurring the necessary lines that distinguish the 
two categories. To do this, I choose the medium ‘Performance Art’ 
which in actuality is ‘Participatory Art’ as the ‘audience’ interacts 
with the artist,  also blurring these lines of demarcation.  These 
workshops  may  or  may  not  be  authentic  Social  Sculpture,  as 
enacted by the Melbourne crowd using this  technique in  public 
performance and inspired by Beuys, but they have in turn been 
inspired  by  Peitsch’s  earlier 
participation in these workshops as 
a local and are certainly bound to 
be FUN giving ‘food for thought’.

Three Participatory Workshops - Social Sculpture 

SLEEVES & SHEETS, SOCKS & POCKETS
A Textured Studio Inquiry into Women’s Work in the Illawarra

http://flossiepeitsch.com/
http://myblog.flossiepeitsch.com/
mailto:flossie.peitsch@gmail.com


Workshop 1             CHAIRITY BEGINS AT HOME     

Workshop 2           Pick-a-Pocket

Women’s Work: Stranded Stories

Women’s Studies Academic and budding textile artist; Rebecca Albury; 
becalbury@gmail.com 
  
I am a feminist activist, retired.  I am interested in the relationship between aspects of the 
material past and authorised memory/history.

Brief Outline: Families collect three types of artefacts from the past: photographs, 
handmade objects and stories.  Using photographs of people and objects I will 
explore gaps in the authorised histories, though memories of personal storytelling 
revealing the complex work of women across the generations. I will invite participants 
to share their own memories as a basis for a practice that recognises that complexity

Way Ahead: Looking Back for the Future

Shellharbour Museum, Tamara Hynd,: Curator of Tongarra Museum, Shellharbour City 
Council and Coordinator of the Museums Australia Southern Highlands and Illawarra 
Chapter;  tamara.hynd@shellharbour.nsw.gov.au  

Many years have passed since Shellharbour's European pioneers worked 
tirelessly to establish the foundations of our great city. In 2011 we 
continue to build on the foundations laid by Shellharbour's earliest 
residents, to ensure the continued progress and prosperity of the City. A 
successful future however, cannot be achieved without first looking to our 
past, and the people who came before us.

Brief Outline: My presentation will feature the working lives of two women 
who contributed much to Shellharbour, Caroline Chisholm and Sarah 
Thomas. Caroline Chisholm, in partnership with land owner Captain 

Robert Towns, brought the first European families to settle at Shellharbour. These 23 families 
laid the foundations for the City we know today. Sarah Thomas and her husband William 
came to Australia in 1838 and both worked for Mr and Mrs Henry Osborne on their Estate at 
Marshall Mount. Sarah and her descendants whose numbers are in the thousands, have 
continued to enrich the Shellharbour community for generations.

   Finding Use For  Idle Hands  

Illawarra Museum

That Day in 1902

Mt Kembla Mining Heritage Inc; Phil Donaldson Chairperson; mt.kembla@bigpond.com 

We are interested in promoting the history of Mt Kembla. In particular, the disaster widow’s 
and other women’s role in holding the community together in spite of their personal adversity.

mailto:mt.kembla@bigpond.com
mailto:tamara.hynd@shellharbour.nsw.gov.au
mailto:becalbury@gmail.com


Brief Outline: A powerful short (5min) introduction and 10 minute screening of DVD 
soundscape ‘That Day in 1902’

Four Kembla Women

WENDY RICHARDSON, OAM Local Playwright / Actor

 Wendy Richardson, OAM (born 1933) is one of Australia's 
most popular playwrights, best known as the author of Windy 
Gully. Richardson lives in Mount Kembla near Wollongong, New 
South Wales. She is very active in the local community, working 
with disabled and disadvantaged youth, assisting those in need, 
teaching Sunday School and participating in historical and 
literary events.

Richardson describes herself: "I'm a teller of tales. I weave them 
out of what I hear and observe - some of them are true. I write  
about ordinary people who never consider themselves  
courageous or outstanding and who have led such extraordinary  
lives.

HELP! I ♥ Motherhood and I ♥ Work…and I ♥ Libya

PhD candidate at U o W; Naeima Abdulatif; nfaa440@uow.edu.au

I have always been interested in how society with time is changing its attitudes towards 
women especially those at a disadvantage for instance, different background, being 
a working Mother, etc. I believe in equality equity and I always love to voice my 
opinion – I take whatever possible chance there is available. 

Brief Outline: The project is an attempt to explore, and where applicable suggest some 
solutions to the problem of conflict, between work and motherhood. This presentation will 
assess the adequacy of existing Libyan laws and, where warranted, recommend 
amendments and reforms to ensure the protection of both rights. The goal is to facilitate the 
enjoyment by working women of their rights as both independent workers and as mothers, 
without requiring a choice of one role over the other. 

No Pay Day!
 
Art Educator, Director/Curator, Artist, Mother, 
Grandmother - Deirdre Arthur-Armstrong; Self-
employed,  Designer, Artist, Mother, Wife - Bettina 
Kaiser; design@bettinakaiser.com  
http://www.bettinakaiser.com/ 

 Brief Outline: Acknowledging the reality of parallel 
spaces of being: The juggling of economic sustainability, 
creative practice, relationships and responsibilities.

http://www.bettinakaiser.com/
mailto:design@bettinakaiser.com
mailto:nfaa440@uow.edu.au
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wollongong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia


 
Uncover it: Health Issues for Women in the Workforce

Contours Woonona & Dapto;  Alita Ashcroft & Alex Blake; aashcroft@contours.net.au

We are passionate about womens health and 
fitness and are very excited about the invitation to 
present.

Brief Outline: The presentation will be part 
interactive/part information. It will start 
with a 15 zumba class. We will use this to 
raise the energy, create endorphins and 
then discuss this regarding work, efficeny 
and productivity. We will speak for 10-15 
minutes regarding health, fitness and 
the impact of this on women in the 
workforce.

The Personal, The Political, and the Patriarchal

PhD Candidate at UoW; Wendy Suiter; wsuiter@shoal.net.au
www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/artist/suiter-wendy
www.melbournecomposersleague.org/suiter.htm
www.australiancomposers.com.au/composers/wendysuiter.html

I have been a feminist activist for the last 35 years. I am currently working as a freelance 
composer of electronic and contemporary art music. My personal challenge has been to 
combine both of my passions to produce aesthetically interesting works of art which
challenge the status quo. This forum is exciting because it directly crosses the boundaries 
between life, work, art and women.

http://www.australiancomposers.com.au/composers/wendysuiter.html
http://www.melbournecomposersleague.org/suiter.htm
http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/artist/suiter-wendy
mailto:wsuiter@shoal.net.au
mailto:aashcroft@contours.net.au


Brief Outline: This presentation addresses the various influences which have affected the 
creation of myself along with my creative practice as a composer/sound artist. This won't be a 
straight forward narrative but instead will follow a number of different strands which all 
together weave the
questions I am trying to answer through my musical life.  A whole lot of ideas, events and 
being in certain places at particular times has shaped my thinking as well as my life, as I 
search for ways to express my social and personal values through my life and
artwork. During the presentation I would like to play some recorded excerpts (on CD or 
computer) of my work.             

Making a Difference: Spirituality & Harmony,  Understanding & Respect

I-WIN; Ms Thit Tieu, Convener, Illawarra Women’s Interfaith Network; 
thit.tieu@gmail.com 

I-WIN is interested because this forum is on:-
1. women’s participation and contribution in the local 

community 

2. acknowledging and valuing women’s capabilities and 
skills

3. sharing of spiritual values & friendship

Outline: All of the above are the ideals of I-WIN and we would 
like to share the work we do and forge friendship with other 
women’s groups and individuals in the broader community of women.

I-WIN was officially launched in March 2010 as part of International Women’s Day with the 
support and assistance from the Wollongong City Council.  
I-WIN brings together women from diverse cultural, faith and professional backgrounds who 
are committed to share and work together to promote harmony, mutual respect and 
understanding amongst all human faiths within Illawarra region. As a group, we have 
achieved this through building personal relationships, cooperation, discussion and sharing 
and continuously learning from each other and expanding our knowledge.
As a group we meet once a month to share and learn from each other about our various faith 
and spiritual  practices.   Our  second aim is  to  support  vulnerable members  of  our  local,  
national  and  international  communities  through  projects,  volunteering  and  fundraising 
activities.

As a small group panel of women from diverse cultural, faiths and professions we would like 
to  share  our  experience  in  our  spiritual  journeys  and  how  we  promote  “harmony, 
understanding and mutual respect amongst all human faiths within Illawarra region.

Still a Cultural Given 

Andrea Hulmes                

S  a  t  u  r  d  a  y

Guided Tour of Historic Mt Kembla & Mt Kembla ‘Heritage Centre’

mailto:thit.tieu@gmail.com


Mt Kembla Mining Heritage Inc; Phil Donaldson Chairperson; mt.kembla@bigpond.com 

As discussed previously with Flossie we are interested in promoting the history of Mt Kembla; 
In particular the disaster widow’s and other women’s role in holding the community 
together in spite of their personal adversity.

Brief Outline: A small bus (aprox 20 seats) with guide. Leaving from the Forum at Artspace 
in Burelli St Wollongong at 9:30am Saturday; travelling to Mt Kembla Village for historic tour 
and guided inspection of Mt Kembla Heritage Centre and the NSW Government award 
winning display ‘Thunder in a Cloudless Sky’ This tour and display focus on the 33 women 
made widows instantly by the 1902 Mt Kembla Mine Disaster and the way they worked to 
hold the small community together through unimaginable hardship.
BOOKING REQUIRED.

No Regrets: They Can’t Take That Away From Me

Dr Janys Hayes

BONDED

Circus WOW; Ellen Dunn - on behalf of Women of Wollongong Community Circus; 
circuswow@gmail.com

The Bonded project overlaps with forum themes highlighted;  women/work/history in the textile 
industry in Illawarra.  Also it is an innovative artistic exploration utilising tissu/ textile aerials.   

Brief description: 

Presentation : DVD footage of performance combined with discussion.       

Bonded is a circus aerial/ physical theatre creative development project performed at the Wollongong 
Art Gallery during 2010 Viva Arts Festival . It is envisaged as the first part of a larger Community 
Cultural Development project, exploring women, work and identity in the Illawarra Textiles and 
Manufacturing industries. 

Can’t Just Say it: Communication issues

Trisha Antognelli; trisha@pcug.org.au 
 

I am interested to know how my knowledge and experience as a 50+ women can be useful!

Brief Outline: I have worked in the field of hearing impairment for 30yrs and still get a buzz 
out of bringing people to a place of understanding of the impact that hearing loss has 
on relationships and communication. Communication is such a complex process. 
There is a difference between hearing and listening – between listening and 
engaging – between engaging and processing and between accepting and 
respecting. As relationships in our society become more strained I believe we need 
to make communication and understanding count.

Wilderness and me

Installation Artist Greer Taylor; greer@greertaylor.net 

mailto:greer@greertaylor.net
mailto:trisha@pcug.org.au
mailto:circuswow@gmail.com
mailto:mt.kembla@bigpond.com


http://www.greertaylor.net/      

Brief Outline: Discussion of the idea of wilderness and how this relates to what I call 
wilderness thinking. Wilderness is a place from which we can learn the art of “being” 
and in doing gain a greater understanding of how to live more gently on our planet.

 

S  h  a  r  o  n     B  i  r   d   MP
Women at Work

A Whiff of Life 

Ephemeral / Environmental Artist, Sally Kidall

 Finalist In Sculpture on the 
Sea, Bondi, 2009, 2010

WOMEN AT WORK 

Ms Sharon Bird MP, Member for Cunningham (NSW)

As your Federal Member I am committed to making sure you 
receive strong representation in Parliament. Please do not hesitate 
to contact my office with any problems you may have with Federal 
Government services including Medicare, taxation, higher 
education, immigration, citizenship, Centrelink and other national 
issues.

sharon.bird.mp@aph.gov.au 
http://www.sharonbird.com.au/ 

http://www.sharonbird.com.au/
mailto:sharon.bird.mp@aph.gov.au
http://www.greertaylor.net/
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